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teacher, too, among his monks at Bee, for whom in the Mono-
logion and the Proslogion he constructed his argument for the
existence of God, arriving in the latter at the well-known
conclusion that the existence of God is proved by our thought
of Him. His other famous work, the Cur Deus Homo, on
the Atonement, was written shortly after his treatise on the
Trinity during his exile from England. With Anselm may Hugh of
be mentioned another notable figure of the twelfth century, st- Victor
Hugh of St. Victor, who also avoided the snare of dialectic.
He was a mystic rather than a philosopher, and his chief
work was theological, on the study of the Bible.
But dialectic was after all to win the day, and for this Peter
the person chiefly responsible was its most brilliant practi- Abelard
tioner, Peter Abelard.    From his own History of his mis-
fortunes we are able to form quite an intimate picture of him.
He was one who loved the ars disputandi, and though genuine
in his assertion of his orthodoxy, his standpoint, " By doubt-
ing we are led to enquire ; by enquiry we perceive the truth,'*
must have seemed to many of his contemporaries to be dan-
gerously unorthodox;   it is the antithesis of the credo ut
intelligam of Anselm.   A brilliant thinker, he was only too
well aware of his brilliance.   He displayed it in his lectures,
which were immensely popular, so that students followed him
wherever he went; and his popularity and his self-confidence
proved to be his undoing.   He had sat under the leading
teachers  of his  day—the nominalist Roscelin,  the realist
William of Champeaux, the theologian Anselm of Laon, and
he quarrelled with each of his teachers in turn and derided
his teaching.    William of Champeaux eventually left Paris,
where Abelard's lectures proved so much more attractive to
students.    Anselm of Laon was roused to great indignation
by the criticisms of his pupil, who described him as a windbag
whose language was wonderful but its sense void of reason.
Having  attacked  both  the  extremes  of nominalism  and
realism, Abelard now proceeded to apply his dialectic to
theology;   but his book on the Trinity resulted in his first
set-back.    He had made many enemies by his criticisms, and
they procured his condemnation at Soissons in 1121.1   There
1 Roscelin, anxious to prove his own orthodoxy as well as to be revenged
on his former pupil, was the first to accuse Abelard of the very errors for
which he himself had previously been condemned. Abelard, like Roseelin,
arrived at his unorthodox position by pure force of logic.

